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WIDER SCOPE OF A NEY PANAMA CANAL TREATY 

ANNCR > 

NEWS ANALYST FREO GALVAH EXAMINES SECRETARY OF STATE 
KISSINGER'S REMARKS AT A DALLAS NEWS CONFERENCE TUESDAY ON 
A NEW PANAMA CANAL TREATY. 
VOICE: 

THE PANAMA CANAL IS A VITAL WATERWAY FOR WORLD COHMERCE. 
THIS WAS DRAMATICALLY ILLUSTRATED JUST A FEW DAYS AGO, WHEN 
FOR ALMOST A WEEK, CANAL TRAFFIC WAS PILED UP BY AN 
UNAUTHORIZED STRIKE. MORE THA! ONE HUNDRED SHIPS FLYING 
THE FLAGS OF MANY NATIONS WERE UNABLE TO TRANSIT THE CANAL 
FOR LACK OF PILOTS QUALIFIED TO GUIDE THEM THROUGH ITS 
INTRICATE WEB OF LOCKS AND MAN-MADE LAKES, (OPT) THE STRIKE 
ENDED AFTER FIVE DAYS, AND AS OF NOW, TRAFFIC THROUGH THE 
CANAL IS NORMAL--TO THE RELIEF OF IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS 
IN LATIN AMERICA, THE UNITED STATES, EUROPE AND OTHER AREAS. 
CEND OPT) 

IN ANY CASE, THE INCIDENT SERVED TO UNDERLINE THE NEED 
FOR CONTINUED, EFFICIENT, AND SAFE OPERATION OF THE CANAL. 
AND THIS IS ONE OF THE TWO MAYOR AIMS PURSUED BY THE UNITED 
STATES IN ITS CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF 
PANAMA. THOSE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA 
BEGAN SOME TWO YEARS AGO AND ARE STILL 
GOING ON. CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS HAS BEEN REPORTED 8Y BOTH 
SIDES IN THE OUTLINES OF A NEW PACT TO REPLACE 
THE ORIGINAL SEVENTY-THREE YEAR OLD TREATY BOTH GOVERNMENTS 
ARE SEEKING TO REPLACE. THE NEGOTIATORS ARE USING AS THEIR 


CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK A STATEMEI'T OF PRINCIPLES SIGNED BY 
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SECRETARY KISSINGER AND PANAMANIAi! FOREIGN MINISTER JUAN 
TACK IN FEBRUARY, 1974. 

IN ESSENCE, THE STATEMENT CALLS FOR A NEW TREATY THAT 
FULLY RECOGNIZES PANAMA'S SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE CANAL AND 
THE SIXTEEN KILOMETER ZONE ADJACENT TO IT. IT PROVIDES 
FOR FULL PARTNERSHIP BY PANAMA IN THE OPERATION AND DEFENSE 
OF THE CANAL. AND IT ALSO PROVIDES FOR FULLER PANAMANIAN 
PARTICIPATION IN THE CANAL'S REVENUES--A MAJOR SOURCE OF 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE FOR THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. AND IT LOOKS 
AHEAD TO THE DAY WHEN PANAMA WILL TAKE OVER FULL CONTROL 
OF THE CANAL ON EXPIRATION OF THE TREATY. 

IN THE COURSE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS THROUGHOUT THE PAST 
TWO YEARS, THE FORD ADMINISTRATION HAS KEPT THE CONGRESS 
FULLY INFORMED AS TO THEIR PROGRESS. AND WITHIN THE 
ADMINISTRATION ITSELF, EACH STEP OF THE NEGOTIATIONS HAS 
BEEN COORDINATED WITH THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT DIRECTLY CONCERNED -- SUCH AS DEFENSE, COMMERCE, 
INTERIOR AND, OF COURSE, THE STATE DEPARTMENT. IN 
ADDITION, SECRETARY KISSINGER AND PRESIDENT FORD 
AND OTHER ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS HAVE TAKEN 
THEIR POSITION IN FAVOR OF A NE‘! CANAL TREATY TO 
THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES, IN AN EFFORT TO EDUCATE 
THEM AS TO ITS NEED. 

THIS WAS MADE APPARENT IN SECRETARY KISSINGER'S 
REPLY TO A QUESTION PUT TO HIM DURING HIS DALLAS NEWS 
CONFERENCE TUESDAY. IN THAT REPLY, HE UNDERLINED THE 


BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF THE NEt' TREATY BEING NEGOTIATED. 
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HE SAID THEY INVOLVE -- lif HIS WORDS -- NOT JUST "AN 
ISSUE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND PANAMA," BUT 

RATHER "THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
WHOLE WESTERN HEMISPHERE." THIS WAS A RECOGNITION -- 
OFTEN STATED BY OTHER AMERICAN OFFICIALS -- THAT THE 
ISSUE OF PANAMA'S SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE CAHAL IS A 

MAJOR ONE IN THE CONDUCT OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY 
THROUGHOUT LATIN AMERICA. IN SO SAYING, DOCTOR KISSINGER 
UNDOUBTEDLY WAS REFLECTING THE MESSAGE HE RECEIVED ON 
HIS RECENT TOUR OF SIX LATIN AMERICAN CAPITALS, WHERE 
GOVERNMENT LEADERS IMPRESSED ON HIM THEIR SPIRIT OF 
SOLIDARITY WITH PANAMA, 


JS/TRTD/PBM 


